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rapidly ; he should pursue the order of time in stating the 
testimony of witnesses to the jury; he should always go to 
trial with a brief of facts at hand as well as a brief of the law. 
In preparing this volume the author has drawn upon a very 
wide area for his materials, and in it he cites the examples of 
many eminent practitioners in support of the advice and the 
suggestions which he imparts. Thus he describes Rufus 
Choate's method of preparing cases for trial, states Scarlett's 
advice upon the opening of a case to the jury, and makes 
observations upon the systems followed by such advocates as 
David Paul Brown and Sergeant Ballantine in the cross-exami- 
nation of witnesses. References are also made to incidents 
which have occurred in famous trials, such as that of Queen 
Caroline, in order to illustrate points made by the author. 
On questions as to which the opinions of members of the pro- 
fession differ, for example as to whether it is better to cross- 
examine a hostile witness gently or harshly, the author gives 
the arguments which from time to time have been advanced 
upon both sides. At times, however, the author is given to 
propounding questions and difficulties to which he does not 
make any satisfactory answer. Thus, on page 152, he tells us 
that one of the most dangerous witnesses to deal with is the 
witness who does not remember, but he is silent as to the 
manner in which such a witness is to be successfully treated. 
There are parts of the book also which consist of little more 
than strings of stories or quotations, which however interesting 
in themselves are not woven into the thread of the subject 
dealt with by many observations on the part of the author. 
The object for which this book was written has, however, most 
certainly been attained; and there is probably not a single 
lawyer at the American bar of less than ten years standing 
who could not try a case much more effectively after reading 
the work than he could have done before reading it. 

Russell Duane. 



A Treatise on the Law of Building and Buildings; 
especially referring to Building Contracts, Leases, Ease- 
ments, and Liens, containing also various forms useful in 



682 BOOK REVIEWS. 

building operations, etc., etc. By A. Parlett Lloyd, of 
the Baltimore Bar. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 
Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co., The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge. 1894. 

The second edition of this excellent work has just been sent 
to us for review. Although Mr. Lloyd's work is already 
favorably known to the profession, in view of the importance 
of the subject a few words in regard to the method of treat- 
ment adopted may not be amiss. Mr. Lloyd treats the subject 
under four principal titles, building contracts, building leases, 
easements relating to buildings, and mechanics' liens. Of 
special interest are the chapters upon the duties and responsi- 
bilities of architects and superintendents, performance of build- 
ing contracts, penalties and liquidated damages, and party 
walls. The work presents a clear, concise and, so far as we 
have been able to ascertain, an accurate view of the present 
condition of the law, and will undoubtedly prove invaluable to 
the practitioner as a work of ready reference. This by no 
means implies that, in the estimation of the reviewer, the work 
is to be regarded as a mere digest of cases. On the contrary, 
It could with much greater propriety be described as a digest 
of principles rather than cases. To say as much as this of any 
work is necessarily to award it a very large measure of praise. 
On the other hand it should be observed that, in his effort to 
produce a purely practical work avoiding all useless specula- 
tion, the author has failed to trace principles to their origin in 
a truly scientific spirit, and, therefore, in the opinion of the 
reviewer, his work not only lacks scientific completeness but 
in many respects even its practical value is much impaired. 

Howard W. Page. 



An Essay on the Law Relating to Telegraph Companies. 
By Edward Brooks, Jr. Lancaster, Pa. : Wickersham 
Printing Company. 1893. 

Mr. Brooks's view of the development of "The Law 
Relating to Telegraph Companies" may be gathered from 



